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CEPE Publishes

Descriptors of Use for the Manufacture and Use of Paints, Printing Inks and Artists’ Colours
One fundamental aim of the REACH Regulation is to ensure all uses are safe to man and to the environment. 

Within REACH, “use” is defined in a specific and unique way. Established means of describing use are no longer appropriate for communicating, up and down supply chains, information relating to use. A new ECHA system has to be employed to enable “use” to be described in accordance with the REACH definition.

With the aim of helping manufacturers and importers of substances understand how substances typically are handled in the manufacture of coatings, printing inks and artists’ colours, and in their application in industrial processes, by professional users and by consumers, CEPE has compiled descriptors of use covering all these use situations. 

More information can be found in the Information Note posted on our website (REACH – Descriptors of use), on the use descriptor scheme; on manufacturing and application processes; and how the descriptor of use tables can be used by upstream suppliers, by coatings and inks manufacturers, and by downstream users. 

CEPE has aimed to identify a set of standard descriptors of use that cover all coatings and inks manufacturing, and application processes. In the interests of harmonisation and consistency, we urge the suppliers of substances and preparations to our industry to adopt relevant uses from the CEPE tables as identified uses. CEPE members are encouraged to select use descriptors from the CEPE tables and to communicate these downstream when required.

The six descriptor of use tables can be accessed on the website:

- manufacture of powder coatings and inks

- manufacture of all other coatings and inks

- industrial application of coatings and inks

- professional application of coatings and inks

- consumer application of coatings

- ancillary activities in application of coatings and inks 

The tables will be subject to review and possible amendment, in the light of experience of their use, and in the event of changes to current ECHA or CEFIC interpretation and guidance on the REACH Regulation.
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